
An all-volunteer, non-profit 501 (c) (3), formed so that others may live.  

March brought interesting 

weather to our area, with 

many people dubbing it 

“Miracle March”.  We got 

quite a bit of snowfall, 

which would’ve set an 

unprepared outdoorsman 

up for trouble.  Luckily, the 

people of Fresno County 

recreated in the snowy 

woods safely and all was 

well – until March 30
th
.  

On March 30
th
 we 

received a call for an 

overdue camper in the 

SAR Recap 

 

Something BIG is Coming! 

Do you enjoy running or 
walking in races?  How 
about mountain biking?  
How would you like to do 
just that while supporting 
Search and Rescue AND 
spending time in our 
beautiful Sierra forests?! 

Well now you can!  We 
are planning an annual 
5K, 10K, 2 mile family 
walk AND mountain bike 
race to take place near 
Shaver Lake in August.   

Shaver Lake area.  We 

quickly deployed teams to 

search around the lake, to 

hand out flyers at local 

businesses, cabins and 

camps and to canvass the 

roads in the area.  The 

search continued into 

Saturday when a storm 

moved in bringing rain, 

then sleet, then snow.  

Our searchers were well 

prepared for these 

conditions and continued 

on.  By Sunday, searchers 

were using snowshoes to 

stay on top of the fresh 

snow, still looking for vital 

clues to the missing 

camper’s whereabouts.  

When none were found, 

the search was paused.  

The camper ended up 

making it out on his own, 

in good condition.  We are 

glad he made it home 

safely and were thankful 

for the opportunity to get 

out in the storm and try to 

help! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Our goal is to bring more 
people and families into 
our forests, giving them a 
chance to have fun and 
compete while escaping 
the valley heat.  Be on the 
lookout for more details, 
including sign-up 
information coming soon!  

And if you are running or 
walking in the California 
Classic, watch for our big 
announcement at that 
race and tell your friends 
you heard it here first! 

Fresno County Sheriff’s Department Search and Rescue Mountaineering Unit 
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Training Recap 

 

SAR Academy starts 
This month starts our 

three month SAR 

Academy during which we 

train our newest members 

and get them sworn in and 

mission ready!   

all disaster service 

workers.  Candidates will   

also learn the art of map 

and compass, reading 

topographical maps that 

we rely on during 

searches and how to use 

a compass in conjunction 

with those maps.  

Candidates will also be 

introduced to the many 

search techniques we use 

and employ them in a 

probability of detection 

(POD) exercise where 

they will get their first 

chance to search for 

clues.  We are just as 

excited as the candidates 

to start this year’s 

academy and bring more 

great people to our SAR 

team!   

 

After interviews and 

fitness testing over the 

past few months, we have 

a great group of new 

candidates looking 

forward to joining our 

team and serving our 

community.  This month, 

their focus will be on 

learning and certifying in  

the Incident Command 

System, a requirement for 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Our March training was a 
great opportunity to test 
our search and patient 
packaging skills.  Mother 
nature cooperated and 
gave us a little rain just to 
make sure we were on top 
of things.   

The morning started with a 
briefing concerning our lost 
subject “Bubba” and an 
interview with his curious 
“friend” Bill.  The search 
went very well with two full 
teams deployed in the 
field, a large portion of the 
75-acre area was covered.  
When the subject was 
found, he was stabilized 
and hauled out safely and 
efficiently.   

The Scout Island 
Education Center is a 
great location to practice 
and to maintain 
proficiency.  As we move 
forward toward the goal of 
MRA certification, the 
training team will continue 
to create opportunities 
within our training 
schedule to practice  
perishable skills.  

Thanks to all those 
volunteers that came 
ready to train in the rain.  
All of us got a real good 
look at how waterproof our 
gear really was.  Special 
thanks to the hard work of 
our Training team and to 
Rich Kebo who stepped in 
and ran an excellent 
Incident Command.    
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Donor Spotlight 
This month’s donor 
spotlight is on Pacific Gas 
& Electric, along with its 
generous employees.  
PG&E has many 
programs that give back to 
the community in various 
ways.  The company also 
encourages its employees 
to do the same, whether it 
is through volunteer hours 
or through the Corporation 
Workplace giving 
campaign in which 
employees can give a 
portion of their paycheck 
each quarter to an 
organization of their 
choice.  Employee David 
Scott chose us as the 
recipients of his pledge 
and we are forever 
grateful for his generosity.  
We happily work with 
PG&E on other projects 
throughout the year and 
are glad to have such a 
great relationship with 
such a giving company.  
Thank you, PG&E for your 
wonderful community 
programs and for giving 
your employees an 
opportunity to donate as 
well. 

March was a quiet month 
for community events, but 
that doesn’t mean we 
weren’t out there raising 
awareness! 

We held a fitness training 
at San Joaquin River 
Gorge on March 31

st
 that 

created a great 
opportunity to talk to other 
hikers about hiking safely 
and give them some 
insight as to what we do.  

That Saturday was a 
perfect day for some 

Community Events 

 and gave a quick class on 
how to read the map.   

All the hikers were glad to 
see us out there and were 
happy to know that such a 
dedicated team of 
volunteers was so 
committed to their safety.  
 
Overall, we had a great 
time talking to fellow 
hikers all while passing 
the fitness test with flying 
colors! 

safety tips as it started out 
sunny, then quickly turned 
dark as a storm rolled in.  

Many hikers we talked to 
were not prepared for a 
sudden downpour, so we 
gave them quick tips on 
what essential gear they 
should take with them on 
every hike.   

Some hikers were not 
familiar with the area or 
the provided map, so we 
gave them a rundown of 
all the area has to offer 

SAFETY IN GAS AND ELECTRIC EMERGENCIES 

 The course provided a 
description of the local gas 
and electric transmission and 
distribution systems in 
California, especially the local 
area. Jeff discussed personal 
safety and precautions at the 
scene of a gas leak or fire, and 
at the scene of an electrical 
emergency, such as a downed 
line. 

 

  

PG&E sponsored an 
outstanding training course 
focused on responder safety in 
gas and electric emergencies. 

Eight team members attended 
the event on March 19. Jeff 
Kestley, with PG&E’s 
Emergency Preparedness and 
Public Awareness Program, 
presented the course.  
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Upcoming Events 

 

The Fresno County 
Sheriff's Search and 
Rescue Mountaineering 
Team was formed as an 
auxiliary unit of the Fresno 
County Sheriff's Office in 
1982. We are a non-profit, 
501(c)(3) organization of 
diversified volunteers, 
formed to augment the 
Fresno County Sheriff's 
Office during search and 
rescue operations in 
Fresno County and 
throughout the state of 
California.  

 
 

About Our Organization… 

Fresno County SAR 

Mountaineering Team 

FCSSARMT 
P.O. Box 7 

Fresno, CA 93707 

April 13
th
-14

th
- March of 

Dimes, March for Babies 

at Woodward Park  

 

April 14
th
- 1

st
 day of SAR 

Academy at Lost Lake 

Park 

May 2
nd

- Board Meeting at 

6 pm, General Meeting at 

7 pm, Farm Bureau 

 

April 21
st
- Monthly SAR 

training, Swift Water 

Awareness, location TBA 

 

April 28
th
- Annual Clovis 

Rodeo Parade, downtown 

Clovis, Saturday morning 

Our team members are 
trained in various search 
and rescue disciplines 
including: orienteering, 
tracking, wilderness / 
winter survival, first aid / 
CPR, swift water and high 
angle rescue, helicopter 
safety, search techniques 
and search management. 
These skills facilitate our 
ability to respond to a 
variety of urban and 
wilderness emergencies. 
 
During 2011, SAR team 
members donated 

thousands of service 
hours participating in 
Search and Rescue 
Operations in Fresno, 
Madera, Tulare and San 
Luis Obispo Counties, as 
well as Yosemite, Kings 
Canyon and Sequoia 
National Parks. In addition 
to SAR missions and 
monthly training, members 
also donated hundreds 
service hours to other 
non-profit organizations in 
our area and sponsored 
events to promote safety 
in the outdoors. 

 

COMPANY NAME 
STREET ADDRESS 
CITY, ST  22134 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

P.O. Box 7 
Fresno, CA 93707 

 
 

E-MAIL: 
board@fresnosar.org 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.fresnosar.org 

Find us on Facebook! 


